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‘The Lord made the deaf hear, the blind see, the
dumb speak, the lame walk freely.’

These miraculous signs foretold in Isaiah which are a
graphically fulfilled in the Gospel passage today - are due
to the presence of God’s abiding healing love. God is not
dispassionate or indifferent, or biding his time, playing
with us. He is with us all the time — and He acts in His
time, at an hour when we do not expect, and the longed-
for miracle we seek comes. This should elicit faith,
wonder, and above all grateful praise.

These physical signs of infirmity point to a deeper
reality — the need for healing of the senses point to the
need for a spiritual healing within. Those who are truly
blind are not just the infirm, but the proud and wilfully
stubborn, those who refuse admit the truth about
themselves in the light of God or in the light of others’
helptul insights or advice. The stubborn refusal to change
one’s ways where necessary is dangerous to one’s health
and wellbeing, both physically and also for one’s salvation.

I can be so blind to my own faults, and stubbornly want
complete control of my life, destiny and future. I have
blind spots— character faults, a dramatic need for change
and improvement in my life that is so obvious to everyone
else. How many people also, for example, refuse to heed
the warning signs on cigarette packets, oblivious or taking
their chances that they can avoid the statistics — or be on
the right side of them? How many people turn a blind eye
to the obvious effects of alcohol abuse, or long term
effects of compulsions and addictions or other harmful
habits? How come so many people seem to think they can
escape unharmed?

Deafness to advice, criticism meant in the right spirit, to
the truth about myself and condition seen objectively by a
dentist, doctor, counsellor, therapist, confessor or true
friend?

Being mute — in a moral and spiritual way — refers to
times when I have ben shamefully silent when speech (and
action) is necessary in the face of injustice and lies. This is
called ‘guilty silence’. How often have I perhaps failed to
stand up for the weak, vulnerable and innocent and have
slunk somehow anonymously in the mob — from silence
in the face of bullying at school to cyber-bullying, or in
domestic life or the workplace? Have I hidden, or hidden
from the truth?

Being paralysed — in a spiritual way — means failure to
act, for any number of reasons: laziness, fear to overcome
my faults and take the necessary steps (at last) and no
longer procrastinating.
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Where is healing and by
implication, change, needed |
in my life? What am I afraid to
change? What is preventing me
from being ‘the best version of
myself’ — the version God
wants, the version that is often
of the highest benefit to others?

The stark use of Jesus’ fingers and spittle point to
perhaps the indispensable directness and radicalness of
change — the pointed and probing analysis that we find
uncomfortable with any physician, but all the more
necessary and remedial (as in a remedy) that Christ the
Divine Healer wants for my wellbeing, completeness and
ultimately my happiness in this life and the next. We
must allow ourselves to be touched by Christ in this way.
We must be open — in order to ‘be opened’. May it
happen soon!

Reflection of Bishop
William Crean
on the visit of Pope

Francis

It was wonderful to have

Pope Francis among us. By

his presence we were put in
touch with a man of exceptional faith, courage and
humility. We witnessed his sense of joy and celebration
with the “family of families” that is the Church. On
the other hand, we witnessed also his contrition and
sorrow for the survivors of abuse. He showed his
openness to further practical actions that will ensure
accountability for failure of those in leadership.
Though his visit was brief in terms of time it was
deep in terms of impact. He left us with a renewed
sense of the blessings of our Christian faith while
knowing the continuing need for repentance and
renewal.
We continue to keep him and his ministry to the world

in our prayer.



Cobh Parish Income: Sunday 2nd September;
Cathedral: €1790.00, Rushbrooke: €378, Ballymore:

€228.00, The Mount: €108. We thank all who
contributed to these collections.

Baptisms: We welcome into our
community Hailie Anne Flavin and all
who were baptised recently.

Deaths: We pray for the repose of the
soul of Philip Short, Galway & Cobh;
Breda Savage, Hartlands Point; and for all
those who died recently.

Diocesan R.C.I.A
1.(a) The Parish Faith Community, cordially welcomes
any person or persons residing in this Parish, who is
interested in becoming a Full member of the Catholic
Church. To further your interest, you are invited to do
the following; (i) Contact the Parish Office or the
Parish Priest. (i) Give your name, address, contact
number. Note: It is important that you make the
contact during the month of September or at the
latest the first week in October. This will facilitate the
Parish Priest making contact with the Diocesan
R.CI.A team who will be very happy to share faith
with you in your faith exploration initiation.

2.(b) In the wake of Pope Francis’ visit this is a new
moment in the life of the church in Ireland and
especially in the Parishes of this Diocese. We invite
and welcome back those, who for vatrious reasons,
have drifted away from the faith of their i
Baptism, to re-engage with the Parish
Faith  Community. Be assured of
encouragement and support.

Reflecting on Pope Francis’ jg =i .«
ViSsit ‘
As you can well imagine it created a great buzz in the
choir when the news broke that the Diocesan choirs
were to sing at the Papal mass and that Dominic was
to be one of the directors. After many weeks of
practice with the other choirs off we set at 4 am on a
wet and windy morning with our all-important folder
of music, our waterproof jackets and a lunch packed.
There was such a joyful atmosphere at the Phoenix
Park . We all felt so proud to be part of such an
uplifting occasion and it was very interesting to see
how smoothly the entire operation worked from our
vantage point in the choir stalls. It was a marvellous
opportunity to meet and chat with other choirs from
all parts of Ireland. We arrived back to Cobh tired but
very pleased to have been a small part of a wonderful
historic occasion and I am very grateful to Dominic
Finn for making it all possible. (Clare Allen)

V. Rev. John McCarthy, Adm. 4815619
Rev. Tom McDermott CC 4812937
V. Rev. Liam Kelleher 087 8516984
Rev. Pat O’ Donoghue CC 4813601

Priest on Sick Call 087-6872014

MASS TIMES
Cathedral : Vigil Mass Saturday &
Eve of Holy Day: 6.00pm

Sunday: 10.00am, 12.00 noon &

7.00pm.
Adoration Chapel : Mon. - Fri. 8.00am.

Cathedral 10.00am.

Norwood :
Sunday 11.00 am
Weekdays: Mon. - Thurs: 10.00am.

Saturday: 7.00pm

Fri.: 7.30pm

Ballymore: Sunday: 9.30am.

Mount: Sunday: 8.30am.

Weekdays: Mon. - Sat: 9.00am

Please note for your diary

30th September 2018 Mass at 7.00 pm to mark the 150th
anniversary of the laying of the Foundation Stone in the
cathedral

7th October 2018—Permanent Diaconate Ordination at
3.00 pm

Mary Immaculate College Alumni Reunion 2018 - 6
October 2018

Did you graduate from MIC in 1958, 1963, 1968, 1973,
1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003, 2008, 2013? Then this is
the event for you! MIC is welcoming back its Alumni on
Saturday 6 October 2018 from 2.30pm - 5pm.Should you
wish to attend, please advise wus in advance
alumni@mic.ulie and put "Class Reunion" in the subject

line. More details: www.mic.ul.ie/marketingpr/Pages/
Alumni.aspx

Alpha Course for Adults & Young People of Cobh.
Christian teaching, dinner and discussion groups. Run
weekly on Tuesday nights 7pm over 12 weeks starting Sept
11th to Nov 18th at ground Floor, 3 Harbour Tec, Cobh.
For further info phone Don 086 380 5055 or Dona 086 337
8583.


http://www.mic.ul.ie/marketingpr/Pages/Alumni.aspx
http://www.mic.ul.ie/marketingpr/Pages/Alumni.aspx

Parishioners reflect on Pope Francis’ visit

‘To simply describe attending the Papal Mass in the
Phoenix Park as a pilgrimage understates the sense of
occasion and spiritual experience of the entire day. From
early morning the air was full of anticipation and
expectation. Pope Francis’s public act of confession was
both unscripted and unexpected as he read from his own
handwritten notes from his meeting with survivors the
evening before. The integrity of the man and his
humbleness were laid bare for all to witness. It was
extremely moving and reflected our collective shame for
the sins of many in the past. To be able to join with so
many of our community in singing the Mass was an
added bonus made extra special by seeing Dominic Finn
proudly conducting the massed choir. The day left me
grateful that the gifts of faith, hope and love and
reassured that Christ’s message of the joy of love will
endure.” (Kevin Cullinane)

‘For both Mum and I who attended Croke Park for the
Festival of Families, it was an encounter filled with
healing and emotion. As the Pope entered Croke Park
you could feel the joy in people's hearts as the 39 year
wait was over, the Pope had returned to Ireland. His
message so simple yet profound, Always be ready to say
‘Please, Thank you and I'm sorry!l” (Darragh McGann)

Pictured at Croke

Park are the -
Farrell ~ Family,
Whitepoint
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‘We noticed that the only time the sun came through the
clouds was for the Eucharistic liturgy.” (Kay Byrne)

It was magical. The
feeling we all had when
he entered into Croke |
Park!! Our hairs were |
sticking up!!  The
excitement on my kids
face was priceless. A
beautiful experiencel!
(Rose Clancy)

‘Bveryone who was there wanted to be there. We felt that
he was just us he was smiling at. Everyone was happy and
in good form despite the weather. ‘(Peter Daly)

‘It was very special being there. Colm, my son, got a
fantastic photo. I felt the Pope was looking at me with
smiling eyes, eyes of encouragement as he was passing in
the Popemobile.” (Mary Coffey-Cronin)

‘What a wonderful privilege to be involved in the World
Meeting of Families. The Pastoral Congress in the RDS
involved a packed programme meeting people from over
112 countries in fun, information and worship. The icing
on the cake was the electric atmosphere in Croke Park
and the sense of pilgrimage and family at the Phoenix
Park.” (Catherine Kelly)

‘The Day we travelled to the Phoenix park, I felt the
experience, of a joy the peace, on the bus, and in the
Phoenix Park....there was an air, belonging to something
big, like a Loving Father, in Heaven, our beautiful Pope
Francis & Mother Church, I, 'we' felt
blessed.” (Terry Kelly)

- =
R« et

truly

‘T was absolutely thrilled to be involved in this years
Papal Visit for the World Meeting of Families in Dublin.
I had planned on going as a volunteer but when the
opportunity to sing in the choir came up I jumped at the
chance. It was so uplifting learning the music over the
summer and to be so involved in the Mass and the
preparation made the event more meaningful. As a
Religion teacher I will be able to draw on my expetience
in Dublin to enhance my lessons. And to relate the
coursework back to everyday life.” (Jennifer Buckley)

“The Pope’s visit to the Phoenix Park was an incredible
experience. The energy and buzz that emanated from the
crowd is something that will live long in our
memories. We never expected to get close to him &
couldn't believe we could almost touch him as he passed
by on his Popemobile. He radiated peace & happiness.

_ Such an amazing man!’ (Johanna Fitzpatrick-Keating)

‘All of us that were there from our family are still singing
the song ‘Jesus shared the bread he broke and said ‘Do
this, do this in Memory of Me.” We were just very happy
to be there with all like-minded people. Met people from
Philippines, U.S.A. and were in touch over the texts with
all our Irish friends that were present there. We did not
see them but we knew we were united and with all the
families that stayed at home and wrote and sent their
petitions, too. Sometimes the happiness comes despite
the rain...’(Lenka Gurbalova)



Pope Francis—Laudato Si (extracts)

‘The Season of Creation’ lasts from September 1 to

October 4. We are called to awe at the beauty of God’s L

creation, the wonder of our being made in the image and
likeness of God, and to reflect on our role as stewards of

the environment - and of our accountability before God in
caring for the gift of life and our world. In the next few |/

Sundays newsletters we will include extracts from Pope
Francis’ encyclical on this important issue of our day.

In my Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudjlimrote to
all the members of the Church with the aim of
encouraging ongoing missionary renewal. In this
Encyclical, I would like to enter into dialogue with all
people about our common home.

In 1971, Blessed Pope Paul VI referred -
to the ecological concern as “a tragic 3
consequence” of unchecked human [
activity:  “Due to an ill-considered
exploitation of nature, humanity runs the
risk of destroying it and becoming in e\
turn a victim of this degradation”.[2] He i = ‘
spoke in similar terms to the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations about the
potential for an “ecological catastrophe under the effective
explosion of industrial civilization”, and stressed “the
urgent need for a radical change in the conduct of
humanity”, inasmuch as “the most extraordinary scientific
advances, the most amazing technical abilities, the most
astonishing economic growth, unless they are
accompanied by authentic social and moral progress, will
definitively turn against man”.[3]

=

5. Saint John Paul II became increasingly concerned
about this issue. In his first Encyclical he warned that
human beings frequently seem “to see no
other meaning in their natural environment
than what serves for immediate use and
consumption”.[4] Subsequently, he would
call for a global ecological conversion.[5] At
the same time, he noted that little effort had
been made to “safeguard the moral

6. My predecessor Benedict XVI likewise proposed
“eliminating the structural causes of the dysfunctions of
the world economy and correcting models of growth
which have proved incapable of ensuring respect for the
environment”.[10] He observed that the world cannot be
analysed by isolating only one of its aspects, since “the
book of nature is one and indivisible”, and includes the
environment, life, sexuality, the family, social relations,
and so forth. It follows that “the deterioration of nature
is closely connected to the culture which shapes human
coexistence”.[11] Pope Benedict asked us to recognize
that the natural environment has been gravely damaged
by our irresponsible behaviour. The social environment
has also suffered damage. Both are ultimately due to the
same evil: the notion that there are no indisputable truths
to guide our lives, and hence human freedom is limitless.
We have forgotten that “man is not only a freedom
which he creates for himself. Man does not create
himself. He is spirit and will, but also nature”.[12] With
paternal concern, Benedict urged us to realize that
creation is harmed “where we ourselves have the final
word, where everything is simply our property and we
use it for ourselves alone. The misuse of creation begins
when we no longer recognize any higher instance than
ourselves, when we see nothing else but ourselves”.[13]

7. These statements of the Popes echo the reflections of
numerous scientists, philosophers, theologians and civic
groups, all of which have enriched the Church’s thinking
on these questions.
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with God’s original gift of all that is.[9]
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