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MASSES SUNDAYS:  

8.30 am (Mount) 

Cathedral 6 pm Vigil ; 10 am 12 noon and 7.00 pm  

Norwood  Saturday7  pm (Vigil ) ; 11 am  

Ballymore 9.30 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES Cathedral 8 am, 10 am  

Norwood : 10 am Monday to Thursday ; 7.30 pm Friday 

CONFESSIONS  Saturday 3.00-4.00 pm, 5.15-5.45 pm 

This Sunday we meditate on probably the most abstract topic ð a  
mystery it is so difficult for us to conceptualise, or visualise ð the 
Blessed Trinity ð GOD! 

What is your image of God? If you were to ask a child to draw a 
picture of ôGodõ it would be probably of an old man in white ð 
elderly ðwith long flowing beard, on a puffy cloud, looking down 
on us sometimes kindly, other times angrily at us, waiting to 
catch us out, ready to send a lightning bolt! But at least we know 
a bit more than that simplistic image!  

When we begin to pray we say ôIn the Name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spiritõ. At the beginning of Mass, we bless 
ourselves; and every day in prayer ð yet we cannot ever 
comprehend the implications of what we are saying as we pray 
to God that He is One and yet exists as the relationship of 
mutual inter-personal love of Three Persons.  

What is the best image we can come up with?  

Rublevõs Icon helpful as a visual reminder of the Mystery of the 
Three Persons in One God. You may have seen this icon before. 
It is simply beautiful and worth pondering. 

The first thing to notice is that the three angels as depicted are 
all identical facially. This points to the equality ð the similarity 
as in a familyñof the Three Persons in the One God. They all 
have haloes ð pointing to the holiness of God 

The Father is seated on the left ð He points to the Son and the 
Holy Spirit who look back at the Father ð Christ who is sent to 
redeem us and the Spirit who is sent at Pentecost to sanctify us. 

Notice the colour blue ð which iconographers use to signify 
divinity or God. Christ and the Spirit are depicted clothed in 
a greater area of blue colour because they have been revealed 
more fully. 

Each holds a rod or staff pointing to their divine majesty 
and authority.  The ômajestyõ of any reigning monarchñeven 
the impressively long reign of Queen Elizabeth II ñ65 years 
this yearñfades in comparison to the Majesty of God. 

Each of the Divine Personõs hands are also worth examining 
more closely ð that of the Father sending, that of the Son 
with two fingers pointing downwards symbolising His 
journey to earth as well as His humanity and divinity, and 
that of the Holy Spirit being sent downwards to sanctify us. 

Christ has a stole on His shoulder pointing to His 
priesthood and that He has offered Himself for our sakes.  

The tree behind Christ points to the Cross. The house 
behind the Father points to our heavenly home. The Mass is 
the foretaste of ôfirst courseõ ð the Body and Blood of Christ 
are on the table ð the wedding banquet or supper of the 
Lamb in heaven ð to which all are invited. The three Persons 
are seated around a table that seats four ð the fourth place is 
for you and me ð God invites you to sit with Him and feel at 
home as an equal - comfortable ð there is a place for you in 
this relationship. The restlessness in all of us can only be 
satisfied by God and our relationship with Him in prayer 
and the sacraments. By meditating on this icon let us try ôto 
know him, love Him and serve Him better in this life in 
order to be happy with Him forever in the next.õ 

http://www.Facebook.com/CobhParish


Cobh Parish Income: Sunday 5th June Cathedral: ú2236.00, 

Rushbrooke: ú164.00, Ballymore: ú380.00. 

We thank all who contributed to these collections.  
 
 
St Anthony of Padua, 
who was Portuguese by 
birth, but who died in 
Padua, Italy, is one of  
the best known and 
loved saints.  
 
His annual feast day 
is this Tuesday the 
13th of June. 
 
We thank all devotees 
who visit his shrines in 
the  cathedral and in 
Norwood Church.  
All proceeds from the 
shrine in the cathedral 
go to help relieve the 
poor of the parish in supporting the work of the St Vincent de 
Paul Society, the Lions Club and the winter Coal Fund.  
We thank all parishioners and visitors for their ongoing       
generosity to the poor through their offerings at St Anthony's 
shrine. 

Deaths: We pray for the 
repose of the souls of those 
who died recently. We pray 
especially today for Aileen 
Halligan  (nee O Brien), The 
Quarry, Dermott Griffith. Late 
of Waterford and East Grove, 
Cobh. May they rest in peace. 

 
Baptisms: We welcome into our 
community all who were baptised recently;  
Logan OõRodrigues and Aimee Bardsley. 
 
 
Marriages: We congratulate all those who 

got married in the parish in 
recent weeks. 

Our best wishes go to Sarah 
Toomey and Tim O Shea, 
Michelle O Flynn and Emmet 
Louth, Martina Karajanova and 
Milan Orsanic, Aisling Murphy 
and William O Sullivan, Nora 
Murphy and Shane Russell, Heather Troy and Fintan Byrne, 
Amy Dempsey and Paul Fortune. 

CARILLON RECITALS  

Adrian Gebruers, Cathedral 
Carillonneur, continues the 
summer season of hour-long 
r ec i t a l s  t h i s  S u n d ay 
commencing at 4.30.   
 
        All Welcome. 

This yearõs Corpus Christi Procession will take place on 
Sunday, June 18th Mass at 12.00 pm followed by 
procession from the Park Road Centre. We especially 
welcome First Holy Communicants and their families. Please 
pass on the word to all regular 12.00 Mass-goers. Mass is 
followed by the traditional Corpus Christi Procession to the 
Cathedral. It gives an opportunity to publicly  express our faith 
in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist and it is 
always a beautiful and memorable occasion when there is 
participation of the First Holy Communion children in school 
uniforms, suits and dresses at Mass and the procession. 

The conclusion of Bishop Creanõs homily in Youghal 
recently on the occasion of the launch of the Cloyne 
preparations for the World Meeting of Families  
(continued from last week): 

The Church at the centre of a community is a very powerful 
statement of witness to Christ as Lord and Saviour on our life 
journey.  
Equally powerful by way of witness is parents sharing of their 
faith experience as they cope with and manage the demands and 
challenges of being a parent. Finding the balance between the 
demands of work, family relationships and possibly care for 
oneõs own parents is no easy task. All members of the family 
from the youngest upward have a responsibility to share the care 
of one another. 
The World Meeting of Families 2018 is meant both as a 
celebration of the blessing of our family and the need for 
healing and reconciliation in many families. Our families are a 
òwork in progressó ð there are no òperfect familiesó. Yet it is in 
our families we learn the òart of livingó through the way we 
treat and respect another. 
This Autumn and again in Springtime we will provide 
opportunities for families to think and talk about their 
experiences so as to improve and embrace their family life. 
There are simple questions we need to ask ourselves which can 
help parents and children deepen their love and care for one 
another. 
 
How often do we sit together for meals? 
Do we pray together? 
Do you talk to your Mum or Dad about a worry you have? 
Do you check with them about your use of your phone? 
Is alcohol or any other addiction causing difficulty in your 
family? 
These questions are ordinary everyday issues that can be the 
difference between a happy home and one split with tension 
and division.  We ask Godõs grace to strengthen us in our families 

and our care for one another.      

                                                                    + Bishop William 



    FATIMA CENTENARY 

CELEBRATIONS  

June 13th 2017 marks the centenary of the Second Apparition 

of Our Lady of Fatima. In this centenary year Pope Francis has 

declared that a Plenary Indulgence may be gained by all the 

faithful who under the usual conditions of Confession, Holy 

Communion and prayer for the intentions of the Holy Father, 

attend devotions in honour of our Lady of Fatima on the 13th 

day of the month between May and October 2017. 

To that end the parish is organising devotions at different 

churches or oratories on the 13th day of these months. This 

month  - on this Tuesday 13th of June  - the Pilgrim Virgin 

statue will be available for veneration in Sacred Heart Church 

Rushbrooke during and after 10 am Mass until 8.00 pm. 

There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.. All are 

welcome to come and go as they please. It Is hoped that classes 

from Rushbrooke school will visit during school hours that day.  

Proposed churches and centres for Fatima devotions from 

July to October  are as follows 

A Pilgrim Virgin statue will be brought back from Fatima in 

September which will be offered to families to keep for a week 

in their home in preparation for the celebration of the World 

Meeting of  families it is suggested that a different family will 

pray each week in the lead-up to August 2018 and pray the 

rosary in their homes.  
 

  SECOND APPARITION  
 JUNE 13TH  1917 

The revelation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary  
Preceding the second 
apparition the seers, 
Francisco, Jacinta and 
Francisco again saw a flash 
of lighting before Our Lady 
appeared on the little holm 
oak tree.  For this 
apparition, the children 
were accompanied by 
about 50 people. 
 
When Our Lady appeared 
Lucia again asked ôwhat do 
you want of me?õ to which 
Our Lady replied,  
 
ôI want you to come here 
on the thirteenth of next month, to pray the rosary every 
day and to learn to read.  I shall later say what I wantõ.   
 
Lucia then asked about the healing of some sick persons.  
Lucia said to Our Lady, ôI would like to ask you to take us to 
heavenõ.  Our Lady replied, ôYes, I shall take Jacinta and 
Francisco to Heaven soon but you will remain here for 
some time yet.  Jesus wishes to use you in order to make 
me known and loved.  He wishes to establish devotion 
to my Immaculate Heart in the world. I promise 
salvation to those who embrace it and these should will 
be loved of God like flowers arranged by me to adorn 
His throneõ. 
 
Lucia asked if she were to stay on earth alone but Our Lady 
assured her, ôno daughter.  Does that make you suffer 
much? Do not be dismayed.  I will never forsake you.  
My Immaculate Heart will be your refuge and the road 
that shall lead you to Godõ. 
 
Lucia then tells us ôupon saying these last words she opened 
her hands and for the second time she communicated to us 
the reflection of that intense light.  We could see ourselves in 
it, as if immersed in God.  Jacinta and Francisco seemed to be 
in the part of this light that went up toward Heaven and I in 
the part that was cast toward the ground.  In front of Our 
Ladyõs right hand there was a heart encircled by thorns that 
seemed to pierce it. We understood that it was the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, insulted by the sins of humanity 
and which desires reparationõ. 
 
When this vision ceased, the Lady, still surrounded by the 
light that she radiated, rose from the little tree and glided 
toward the east until she disappeared. 
 
 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary is to be understood as        
[denoting] the person of the Blessed Virgin Mary herself, her 
intimate and unique being, the centre and source of her         
interior life, of her mind and memory, of her will and love, 
the single-mindedness with which she loved God and the 
disciples and devoted herself wholeheartedly to the saving 
work of her Son (Congregation of Divine Worship). 

13th June:            Sacred Heart Church, Norwood  

13th July:             Park Road Centre 

13th August:        Sacred Heart Church, Ballymore 

13th September:  The Benedictine Priory (The Mount) 

13th October:      Cathedral 


